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A thread running through much of my work is what the pragmatist philosopher C. S. Peirce 

(1877) called the “fixation of belief,” or what I have viewed in a more granular sense as the 

ways by which we justify assumptions, convictions, generalizations, inferences, and actions. 

In various studies, papers, and books, I have explored and written about phenomena ranging 

from attitudes and stereotypes (see “Poultry and Prejudice”); the social psychology of rumor 

and gossip; participant-related artifacts from the perspective of what Martin Orne called “the 

good subject effect”; ethical and methodological issues and potential conflicts; and methods 

used by researchers to describe, analyze, and draw conclusions from data. I have long been 

interested in contextualism and Bill McGuire’s perspectivism. And along with my colleague 

and old friend, Bob Rosenthal, I encourage exploratory data analysis and, insofar as they are 

applicable, contrasts and multiple effect-size indicators to advance precision in specification.  

 

In the spirit of open access, I will try to respond to e-mail requests for reprints of articles or 

chapters, as long as I have them in a form that can be emailed back as attachments. To send 

me such a request, please click on the Contact label at http://rosnow.socialpsychology.org. 
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Rosnow, R. L. (1970). When he lends a helping hand, bite it. Psychology Today, 4(1), 26-30. 
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Esposito, J. L., & Rosnow, R. L. (1984). Cognitive set and message processing: Implications of 
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Rosnow, R. L., & Georgoudi, M. (1986). The spirit of contextualism. In R. L. Rosnow & M. 

Georgoudi (Eds.), Contextualism and understanding in behavioral science: Implications for 

research and theory (pp. 3-22). Praeger. 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1986). Shotter, Vico, and fallibilistic indeterminacy. British Journal of Social 

Psychology, 25, 215-216. 

 

Nelson, N., Rosenthal, R., & Rosnow, R. L. (1986). Interpretation of significance levels and 
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Rosnow, R. L., Yost, J. H., & Esposito, J. L. (1986). Belief in rumor and likelihood of rumor 

transmission. Language and Communication, 6, 189-194. 

 

Fung, S. K., Kipnis, D., & Rosnow, R. L. (1987). Synthetic benevolence and malevolence as 
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Jaeger, M. E., & Rosnow, R. L. (1988). Contextualism and its implications for psychological 

inquiry. British Journal of Psychology, 79, 63-75. 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1988). Rumor as communication: A contextualist approach. Journal of 

Communication, 38, 12-28. (Reprinted in F. Maidment, Ed., Human Resources 90/91 (2nd ed.), 

Dushkin, 1990, pp. 113-121.) 

 

Crabb, P. B., & Rosnow, R. L. (1988). What is aggressive?: Some contextual factors in judging 

international behavior. Aggressive Behavior, 14, 105-112. 

 

Rosnow, R. L., & Rosenthal, R. (1988). Focused tests of significance and effect size estimation in 

counseling psychology. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 35, 203-208. (Reprinted in A. E. 

Kazdin, Ed., Methodological issues and strategies in clinical research, American Psychological 

Association, 1992, pp. 337-349.) 

 

Rosnow, R. L., Esposito, J. L., & Gibney, L. (1988). Factors influencing rumor spreading: 

Replication and extension. Language and Communication 8, 29-42. 

 

Suls, J. M., & Rosnow, R. L. (1988). Concerns about artifacts in psychological experiments. In J. 

Morawski (Ed.), The rise of experimentation in American psychology (pp. 163-187). Yale 

University Press. 

 

Crabb, P. B., & Rosnow, R. L. (1988). Exploring a new frontier: Thaddeus Lincoln Bolton and 

Temple University’s Bolton professorship. Temple Review, Spring issue, pp. 29-33. 

 

Rosnow, R. L., & Rosenthal, R. (1989). Definition and interpretation of interaction effects. 

Psychological Bulletin, 105, 143-146. (Reprinted in S. L. Schneider, Ed., Experimental design in 

the behavioural and social sciences, Sage, 2013.) 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1989). Die macht des Gerüchts. [The power of rumors]. Psychologie Heute, 1989, 

May issue, pp. 20-24. 

 

 



 8 

Rosnow, R. L., & Rosenthal, R. (1989). Statistical procedures and the justification of knowledge 

in psychological science. American Psychologist, 44, 1276-1284. (Reprinted in A. E. Kazdin, Ed., 

Methodological issues and strategies in clinical research, American Psychological Association, 

1992, pp. 295-314; C. C. Lundberg & C. A. Young, Eds., Foundations for inquiry: Choices and 

trade-offs in the organizational sciences, Stanford University Press, 2005, pp. 399-406.) 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1990). Teaching research ethics through role-play and discussion. Teaching of 

Psychology, 17, 179-181. (Reprinted in M. E. Ware & D. E. Johnson, Eds., Handbook of 

demonstrations and activities in the teaching of psychology, Vol. I, Erlbaum, 1996, pp. 166-169; 

M. E. Ware & C. Brewer, Eds., Handbook for teaching statistics and research methods, 2nd ed., 

Erlbaum, 1999, pp. 137-139; M. E. Ware & D. E. Johnson, Eds., Handbook of demonstrations 

and activities in the teaching of psychology, 2nd ed., Vol. I, Erlbaum, 1999, pp. 154-156.) 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1991). Inside rumor: A personal journey. American Psychologist, 46, 484-496. 

 

Rosnow, R. L., & Rosenthal, R. (1991). If you’re looking at the cell means, you’re not looking at 

only the interaction (unless all main effects are zero). Psychological Bulletin, 110, 574-576. 

 

Blanck, P. D., Bellack, A. S., Rosnow, R. L., Rotheram-Borus, M. J., & Schooler, N. R. (1992). 

Scientific rewards and conflicts of ethical choices in human subjects research. American 

Psychologist, 47, 959-965. (Reprinted in A. E. Kazdin, Ed., Methodological issues and strategies 

in clinical research, 2nd ed., American Psychological Association, 1998, pp. 655-669.) 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1993). Toward methodological pluralism and theoretical ecumenism: A response 

to Leaf. New Ideas in Psychology, 11, 35-37. 

 

Rosnow, R. L., Rotheram-Borus, M. J., Ceci, S. J., Blanck, P. D., & Koocher, G. P. (1993). The 

institutional review board as a mirror of scientific and ethical standards. American Psychologist, 

48, 821-826. (Reprinted in A. E. Kazdin, Ed., Methodological issues and strategies in clinical 

research, 2nd ed., American Psychological Association, 1998, pp. 673-685.) 
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expectations: Theory, research and application (pp. 418-436). Cambridge University Press. 
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Jaeger, M. E., Skleder, A. A., Rind, B., & Rosnow, R. L. (1994). Gossip, gossipers, gossipees. In 
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Rosnow, R. L., Skleder, A. A., Jaeger, M. E., & Rind, B. (1994). Intelligence and the epistemics 
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DiFonzo, N., Bordia, P., & Rosnow, R. L. (1994). Reining in rumors. Organizational Dynamics, 

23, 47-62. 

 

Strohmetz, D. B., & Rosnow, R. L. (1994). A mediational model of research artifacts. In J. 

Brzezinski (Ed.), Probability in theory-building: Experimental and non-experimental approaches 

to scientific research in psychology (pp. 177-196). Editions Rodopi, Amsterdam. 

 

Rosnow, R. L., & Rosenthal, R. (1995). “Some things you learn aren’t so”: Cohen’s paradox, 

Asch’s paradigm, and the interpretation of interaction. Psychological Science, 6, 3-9. 
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Rosnow, R. L., & Rosenthal, R. (1996). Computing contrasts, effect sizes, and counternulls on 
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Methods, 1, 331-340. (Reprinted in J. Miles & B. Stucky, Ed., Quantitative psychology. Sage 

Publications, 2015.) 

 

Rosnow, R. L. (1997). Hedgehogs, foxes, and the evolving social contract in psychological 

science: Ethical challenges and methodological opportunities. Psychological Methods, 2, 345-
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Scott-Jones, D., & Rosnow, R. L. (1998). Ethics and mental health research. In H. Friedman 

(Ed.), Encyclopedia of mental health (Vol. 2, pp. 149-160). Academic Press. 

 

Jaeger, M. E., Skleder, A. A., & Rosnow, R. L. (1998). Who’s up on the low down: Gossip in 
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Rosnow, R. L. (2002, Oct. 18). The nature and role of demand characteristics in scientific inquiry. 
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